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Congresswoman

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ (RzE

Representing New York’s 12th Congressional District
Ranking Democratic Member, House Small Bgs

e

Congresswoman Veldzquez recognizes
that education and training are the keys to
success. Earlier this year she released a
study showing that many schools in our
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Fducating Kids for the Future

s Committee

year, up from $492 million to $636 million.
Congresswoman Velazquez worked for

adoption of her proposal to help schools

obtain after-school program funding.

community lack
computers and other
technology that
students need to be
competitive in the new
economy. To address
these issues, she has
introduced the
Education Technology
Equity Act to put more
computers in schools
and the Parental
Involvement Enhance-

Congresswoman Velézquezmeet with P.S. 137 studeﬁr{s to
discuss the importance of computer technology in education.
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ment Act to ensure parents can play a role
in their children’s education.
Congresswoman Veldzquez also
worked successfully with colleagues to
pass major education legislation. It will
improve schools across the city by setting
new standards for teachers and ensuring
that all students, regardless of their ethnic
or socioeconomic background, receive the
same assistance. New York City will get a
29 percent increase in federal funds next

One of the most critical issues facing
the 12 Congressional District is making
sure that neighborhoods are healthy and
safe. Our community has seen a dispro-
portionate number of power plants and
waste transfer sites — nearly 90 percent of
the City’s commercial waste and almost
half its residential waste are handled in
the 12th Congressional District. Revers-
ing this trend and protecting families has
been a top priority for Congresswoman
Velazquez.

To safeguard the environment,
Congresswoman Velazquez has intro-
duced the Community Environmental
Equity Act. This legislation protects
communities from being unfairly bur-

On the Lower East Side, Congress-
woman Velazquez helped schools narrow
the technology gap by facilitating through
the federal Surplus Equipment Disposal
Program the donation of 12 computers to
P.S. 137, allowing children to gain real
hands-on experience with high technology.

Congresswoman Veldzquez is commit-
ted to ensuring students everywhere get
the very best education available, which is
what all children deserve.

Protecting Our Environment

dened by over-concentration of pollution-
producing facilities like waste transfer
stations and power plants.

On the Lower East Side Congress-
woman Velazquez is working to mitigate
potential toxics from the fire still burning at
the World Trade Center. She hosted a
town hall meeting on public health and
homeland security after Sept. 11 and heard
from federal and local officials on the clean
up effort. She has fought against Con
Edison’s plan to expand the East River
Power Plant and joined local community
leaders to file a lawsuit to help fight that
plan. These actions will improve the
environment in our communities.

People everywhere deserve clean air

Wrap-up

Dear Friend,

It has been a year of tragedy and
triumph, for New Yorkers and Americans
everywhere. As we look to the new
year, I hope to take a moment to share
with you some notable achievements of
the past 12 months. Our lives have
been disrupted — for some, in ways we
can only pray for the strength to carry
on— but New Yorkers have responded
with courage and character that makes
us the most admired in the world.

We have moved forward towards
recovery and returning to the business
of the country. Congress also passed
major education reform legislation and
enacted tough new airline security
measures. In addition, Congressional
Democrats are hard at work to provide
assistance for workers who have lost
jobs in the softening economy.

We made major grants for housing,
educational and community improve-
ment in the 12% District. And district
residents won significant victories for
environmental quality for their children
and neighborhoods.

I want to thank everyone in the commu-
nity for their hard work and effort this
year, especially as we coped with the
aftermath of September 11.

,,MM/@;

Sincerely,

and water and a community free of
environmental degradation. Congress-
woman Veldzquez is committed to protect-
ing the environment and public health.

Office of Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez 173 Avenue B New York, N.Y. 10009 (212) 673-3997 » www.house.govivelazquez




Legislative
Achievements

Congresswoman Velazquez introduced 12
bills this year, covering subjects such as
public housing employment opportuni-
ties, patients’ rights, disaster recovery,
and better education. Following are some
legislative highlights:

Bills Introduced:

Managed Care Bill of Rights for Con-
sumers Act: Requires managed health
care plans to guarantee certain basic
services to patients.

Education Technology Equity Act:
Narrows the “digital divide” by providing
funds to low-income schools for educa-
tional technology.

Community Environmental Equity Act:
Prohibits discrimination in locating
polluting facilities in low-income commu-
nities.

Housing and Employment Opportunities
Reform Act: Requires a portion of HUD
funding for public housing works
projects to be used to employ tenants.

Phoenix Fund for Victims Assistance:
Allows taxpayers to dedicate their tax
refund to a relief fund for victims of the
September 1 1% terrorist attacks.

American Small Business Recovery Act:
Provides grants, low-to-no-cost loans,
and loan forgiveness for small businesses
injured as a result of the events of
September. 11.

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
Recipients Lifeline Act: Eliminates the
five-year lifetime limit on welfare benefits
and allows legal immigrants to qualify.

Amendments:

Amendment to No Child Left Behind Act:
Enables deserving communities to receive
funding for after-school programs. NOW
LAW

Amendment to H.R. 2620: Increases
funds by $10 million for YouthBuild,
providing on-the-job training in skilled
trades for at-risk youth. NOW LAW

Helping Small Business

Small businesses are the life blood of
our local economy. As the Democratic
leader on the House Small Business
Committee, Congresswoman Velazquez
has worked with the Small Business
Administration to provide assistance to
New York’s enterprises affected by the
events of September 11, disbursing $163
million to New York enterprises so far.

The Committee recently passed her
small business proposal to provide grants
to those businesses especially hard hit.
She also prevailed on the SBA to open a
disaster services workshop at 62 Mott St.
on the Lower East Side.

Attordable Homes and Jobs
in Sate Neig

Access to safe and affordable housing
is one of the most difficult challenges
facing families in New York City. As the
only representative from New York City on
the Housing Subcommittee, Congress-
woman Velazquez is fighting for affordable
housing for families while defending the
rights of public housing residents.

One of her biggest priorities is ensur-
ing that public housing residents have
access to skills and training. Congress-
woman Velazquez introduced the Housing
and Employment Opportunities Reform
Act to guarantee residents’ access to the
jobs created in their communities. In
addition, Congress approved her initiative
to fund the YouthBuild Program, which
provides career training for low-income
and at-risk youth.

This year Congresswoman Velazquez
organized several town hall meetings to
inform public housing residents of job
opportunities in their communities and to

Fighting Terrotism, Funding Recovery

Preventing Terrorism

Congress, working with the President, has
created the Office of Homeland Security to
develop a comprehensive national strategy
to secure the United States from terrorism.

Congresswoman Velazquez hosted a town hall
meeting on public health and homeland security.

Major Grants Awarded to Our Community

Education

Seward Park High School

350 Grand Street

$156,464 for 21% Century Community
Learning Centers

Community School District 1

80 Montgomery Street

$137,670 for 21* Century Community
Learning Centers

Shuaug Wen School

293 East Broadway

$100,000 for bilingual and alternative
language education

Seward Park High School

350 Grant Street

$264,210 for school-wide bilingual and ESL
education

Housing

Housing Works Inc.

$703,177 for HIV/AIDS transitional
housing for women

hborhoods

Congresswoman Velazquez pushed a
requirement to hire more residents in public
housing construction projects.

educate them on their rights. She also
worked with Congressional Democrats to
stop the onerous Republican-imposed
“community service requirement.”
Nothing is more important to families
than their homes. Congresswoman
Velazquez is committed to housing
opportunities for every New Yorker.

Securing our Skies

Air travel links us to work, home, and
family. After the September 11™ hijackings,
Congress passed legislation to secure our
airlines and airports with comprehensive
baggage screening and federalizing airport
workers.

Funding Recovery

The federal government has spent $3
billion of $20 billion the President has
committed to New York disaster recovery.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency has designated $2 billion for
individual and family assistance in New
York City.

Henry Street Settlement
Self-Help Project and Employment Program
$501,677 for program moving homeless
people to self-sufficiency

Social Services

Education Alliance

197 East Broadway

$1,534,653 for Head Start children’s
nutrition program

Grand Street Settlement

80 Pitt Street

$854,705 for Head Start children’s nutrition
program

Safe Space NYC, Inc.

295 Lafayette Street

$100,000 for education and prevention
services for homeless and at-risk youth

Appropriations

Lower East Side Tenement Museum
66 Allen St.

$750,000 funding request approved
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Educando a los nifios para el futuro

La congresista Velazquez reconoce que la
educacion y el adiestramiento son las claves
para el éxito. A mediados de aflo, ella publicd
los resultados de un estudio que demuestra
que la mayoria de las escuelas de nuestras co-
munidades carecen de equipo de computado-
ras y otra tecnologias que necesitan los estu-
diantes para mantenerse competitivos en la
nueva economia. Debido a esto, la Congresis-
ta introdujo el Education Technology Act para
conseguir mas computadoras en nuestras es-
cuelas y el Parental Involvement Enhancement
Act para cerciorarse de que los padres tengan
un rol activo en la educacion de sus hijos.

La congresista Velazquez también ha
colaborado exitosamente junto a sus colegas
para implementar otras medidas importantes
relacionadas a la educacion. Estas medidas
hacen mejoras a las escuelas a través de la

Protegiendo nuestro ambiente

Uno de los asuntos mas criticos que
enfrentamos los residentes del Distrito
Congresional 12 es asegurarnos de que nuestra
comunidad se mantenga segura y saludable.
Nuestra comunidad ha experimentado el
impacto de un ntimero desproporcionado de
plantas de electricidad y estaciones de
transferencia de desperdicios s6lidos—cerca del
90 porciento de los desperdicios comerciales
en la ciudad y casi la mitad de los desperdicios
residenciales son procesados en el Distrito
Congresional 12. Una de las prioridades de la
congresista Velazquez ha sido poner fin a este
patrén y proteger a las familias del distrito.

Con el proposito de cuidar nuestro
ambiente, la congresista Velazquez introdujo el
Community Environmental Equity Act. Esta
legislacion protege a las comunidades que son
afectadas desproporcionadamente por la
sobreconcentracion de facilidades toxicas como

Asistiendo a pequefios negocios

Los pequeiios negocios son la espina
dorsal de nuestra economia local. Como la
lider democrata del Comité de Pequefios
Negocios, la congresista Velazquez ha
trabajado con la Administracion de Pequefios
Negocios para proveer asistencia a los negocios
de Nueva York que fueron afectados por los

cn resumen

ciudad estableciendo estandares nuevos para los
maestros y asegurando que todo estudiante, sin
importar raza o nivel socioecondémico, reciban
la misma asistencia. La ciudad de Nueva York
recibird un aumento de 29 porciento en fondos
federales el proximo afio, aumentando de $492
millones a $636 millones.

La congresista Velazquez lucho para que se
adoptara su propuesta para ayudar a obtener
fondos para las escuelas para los programas
después de clases.

Recientemente en el Lower East Side, la
congresista Velazquez doné 12 computadoras a
la escuela P.S. 137 por medio del programa
federal Surplus Equipment Disposal,
permitiendoles a los estudiantes obtener
experiencia con la alta tecnologia.

La congresista Velazquez esta compro-
metida a que todo etudiante reciba la mejor edu-
cacion disponible, lo cual todo nifio se merece.

lo son las plantas de energia y las procesadoras
de desperdicios.

En el Lower East Side, la congresista
Velazquez esté trabajando para mitigar los
posibles efectos toxicos del incendio en el
World Trade Center. Recientemente, la
Congresista auspicié un foro sobre el estado de
la salud publicay la seguridad doméstica luego
del 11 de septiembre. Durante éste, oficiales
locales y federales dialogaron sobre los
esfuerzos de limpieza. Velazquez ha luchado en
contra del plan de Con Edison de expander la
planta del East River, uniéndose a lideres
comunitarios para radicar una demanda en
contra de éste plan. Estas acciones por parte
de la Congresista ayudan a mejorar el ambiente
en nuestras comunidades.

En todas partes, las personas tienen
derecho a un aire limpio y a una comunidad
libre de degradacion ambiental. La congresista
Velazquez estd comprometida a proteger el
ambiente y la salud publica.

eventos del 11 de septiembre, distribuyendo
$163 millones a estos negocios.

El Comité acaba de aceptar la propuesta de
de la Congresista, que provee fondos federales a
los negocios que fueron afectados severamente.
También, la Congresista prevalecio con el SBA
para abrir un taller de servicios de desastre en el
#62 de la Calle Mott en el Lower East Side.

Residencias a bajo costo y empleos en comunidades seguras

El acceso a residencias de bajo costo es
uno de los retos mas dificiles que enfrentan las
familias de la ciudad de Nueva York. Como la
unica representante de la ciudad de Nueva
York que es miembro del Subcomité de Vivien-
daen el Congreso, la congresista Velazquez
esta luchando por asegurar el acceso a vivien-
das de bajo costo a la vez que defiende los
derechos de los residentes de vivienda publica.

Una de sus prioridades es la de asegurar
que los residentes de vivienda publica tengan
acceso a destrezas y adiestramiento. Para este
propésito, la congresista Veldzquez introdujo
la medida de Housing and Employment
Opportunities Reform Act, 1a cual garantiza
que estos residentes tendran acceso a los
empleos creados en sus comunidades.

Luchando en contra del terrorismo,
financiando la recuperacion

Previniendo el terrorismo

El Congreso, en conjunto con el Presidente, ha
creado la oficina de Seguridad Doméstica para
desarrollar una estrategia comprensiva de
seguridad nacional para proteger a los Estados
Unidos en contra del terrorismo.

Asegurando nuestros cielos

Viajar por avion nos une a nuestros trabajos,
nuestro hogar y a nuestras familias. Luego del

Ademas, el Congreso ha aprobado su iniciativa
para financiar el “Youth Build Program”, el cual
provee adiestramiento de empleo a personas de
bajos recursos y juventud en riesgo.

Este afio, la congresista Velazquez organizd
varios foros para informar a los residentes de
vivienda publica sobre oportunidades de
empleo en sus comunidades y para educarlos
sobre sus derechos. También, ella trabajo con
los demdcratas en la Camara para detener la
onerosa imposicion republicana de servicio
comunitario.

Nada es mas importante para una familia
que su hogar. La congresista Velazquez esta
comprometida a encontrar oportunidades de
vivienda para todos los residentes de Nueva
York.

11 de septiembre el Congreso aprobd una
legislacion para asegurar nuestros aeropuertos y
aereolineas con un plan de revision de equipaje
y federalizando a los empleados de los
aeropuertos.

Financiando la recuperacién

El gobierno federal ha invertido $3 billones de
los $20 billones que el Presidente designo para
el esfuerzo de recuperacion de Nueva York. La
Agencia para el Manejo de Emergencias ha
designado $2 billones para asistencia individual
y las familias en la ciudad de Nueva York.

Estimado amigo,

Este afio ha sido uno de tragedia y
triunfo, para todo los Neoyorquinos y
Americanos. Mientras forjamos un afio
nuevo, quiero compartir con ustedes varios
logros importantes de los ultimos 12 meses.
Nuestras vidas hemos sido afectadas - para
algunos mas que para otros - pero los
Neoyorquinos han enfrentado esta situacion
con una fuerza y carcter que nos hace
admirables ante el mundo.

Hemos adelantado hacia la recuperacion
y el regreso a la normalidad del pais. El
Congreso pas6 medidas importantes
relacionadas a la educacion e implementd
nuevas medidas de seguridad para la
industria de las aerolineas. Ademas, los
democratas en el Congreso
éstamostrabajando para proveerle asistencia
a los trabajadores que han perdido sus
empleos en esta economia debilitante.

Logramos conseguir fondos federales
para mejoras de vivienda, educacion y la
comunidad, en el Distrito #12. Y los
residentes del distrito ganaron victorias
significantes para la calidad ambiental para
sus hijos y comunidades.

Quiero agradercele atodos en la
comunidad por su arduo trabajo y esfuerzo
este afo, especialmente mientras
enfrentamos las consequencias del 11 de
septiembre.

Sinceramente, M /
r

Resumen legislativo

La congresista Veldzquez introdujo 12
proyectos de ley este afio, enfatizando en
issues como oportunidad de empleo en
vivienda publica, derechos del paciente,
recuperacion de desastre y mejor educacion.

*Managed Care Bill of Rights for
Consumers Act: Requiere que los seguros
médicos garantizen servicios basicos al
paciente.

¢ Education Techonology Equity Act:
Reduce la division digital, proporcionando
fondos para escuelas de bajos recursos para
la educacion tecnoldgica.

¢ Community Environmental Equity Act:
Prohibe la discriminacion en ubicar
instalaciones contaminantes en
comunidades de bajos recursos.

* Housing and Employment Opportunities
Reform Act: Requiere que una porcion de
los fondos de HUD sean utilizados para
proyectos de empleo para inquilinos.

¢ Phoenix Fund for Victims Assistance:
Permite a contribuyentes que donen su
reembolso de impuestos a este fondo para
las victimas del ataque del 11 de
septiembre.

* American Small Business Recovery Act:
Provee fondos federales y préstamos de
bajo o ningun costo para aquellos negocios
afectados por los eventos del 11 de
septiembre.

¢ Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
Recipients Lifeline Act: Elimina el limite de
5 aflos para asistencia publica y permite
que califiquen inmigrantes legales.
Enmienda - No Child Left Behind Act:
Permite a las comunidades que lo necesiten,
recibir fondos para programas después de
clases. Ahora Ley.

Enmienda - H.R. 2620: Aumenta fondos
por $10 millones para YouthBuild,
proveyeendo adiestramiento de trabajo para
oficios especializados para la juventud en
riesgo. Ahora Ley.




